
2. Matthew 18:15-35 is one of the most beautiful explanations 
from Jesus on forgiveness. Read verses 21-35 as a group and 
answer the following questions.

a. Have a few members of the group recount the story using their 
own words.

b. What does this story tell us about friendship? God? People? 
You?

3. Each of the following verses offers a different insight into 
how biblical friendship should look. How do the following verses 
suggest we are to view human relationships from a biblical 
perspective?

a. Proverbs 15:1, 28.

b. Proverbs 17:17.

c. Proverbs 25:15.

d. Matthew 7:1-5.

e. Luke 6:31.

f. John 15:12-15.

g. 1st Corinthians 15:33. 

h. Colossians 3:12-14.

Personal reflection and application.

1. Have everyone share one thing someone else said that stood 
out to them from this discussion.

2. Break up into smaller groups of 3-6 and pray for one another 
(preferably men with men and women with women).
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» When a comment or conversation is unlikely to yield a 
positive outcome, sometimes it is best to              up,
             up, and                    up.
| Proverbs 15:1, 28, 18:19, 29:11 | Matthew 18:15-20 | 

»                       with one another in love is often more fruitful 
in the long run than speaking a segment of                 in 
love.
| Ephesians 4:1-16 | Matthew 7:1-5 | James 1:19-20 |

» When a relationship problem isn’t best solved
                                 , focus on loving the person
                  ,                                        , and
                                    .
| Proverbs 25:15 | Matthew 5:16 | Romans 2:4 |
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What do you think?

From Sunday’s message, what particular point stood out to 
you, challenged you, or raised a question for you?

The story of your life.

1. What has been the most consistently positive friend relationship 
you have experienced in your life? 

2. On Sunday, Pastor Kyle addressed how to navigate “the dark 
side” of friendships. Tell about a time in your life (without using 
specific names) when you successfully turned a relationship 
that was in a negative dynamic around.

Digging deeper.

1. Open a Bible to 1st Samuel 18. To provide a little context, the 
story that precedes this one is the story of young David 
defeating Goliath the giant. All of Israel rejoiced in this moment 
except for one man, the actual king at the time named Saul. 
From that moment on, King Saul sought to kill David. One would 
think that Saul’s son and possible heir to the throne, Jonathan, 
would also wish to get David out of the picture. In one of the 
most beautiful depictions of friendship in the Bible, a different 
set of events transpired instead. Read 1st Samuel 18:1-5 and 
answer the following questions.

a. Have a few members of the group recount the story using their 
own words.

b. What does this story tell us about friendship? God? People? 
You?
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