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2. How do the following verses help us better understand God’s 
heart for the world to know Christ and the role of our personal 
testimonies in that process?

a. Matthew 5:13-16.

b. Matthew 28:18-20.

c. 2nd Chronicles 16:9 (first half).

d. Romans 1:16.

e. 1st Corinthians 9:19-23.

f. Colossians 4:2-6.

g. 2nd Timothy 2:24-26

h. 1st Peter 3:15.

i. Revelation 12:10-11.

Personal reflection and application.

1. Go around the group and have everyone share one thing that
stood out to them from the discussion.

2. Break up into smaller groups and pray for one another
(preferably men with men and women with women).
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“John the Baptist’s Anticlimactic (and Amazing) Origin Story”
Pastor Kyle Bonenberger

» John the Baptist’s anticlimactic (and amazing) origin story: 
I’m                    from                      preparing the way in the
                               for                       far                      .
| Matthew 3:1-17 | Mark 1:1-11 | Luke 3:1-22 | John 1:19-28 |

» SIDEBAR QUESTION: Why did Jesus have to get baptized?
| Matthew 3:14-15 | John 3:3-7 | Romans 6:3-4 | Galatians 3:24-27 |
| Colossians 2:11-15 | 1st Peter 3:18-22 |

– To fulfill ritual                                      laws.

– John’s baptism was about                                and ritual 
                                    .

– Believer baptism is about identification with Christ’s work 
for                            .

» Three things God gives every believer to reach their friends 
 and family for Christ.
| Matthew 3:14-15 | Acts 1:8 | John 1:29-34 | Philippians 2:3-4 |
| Luke 6:28 | Ephesians 3:14-21 | 1st Thessalonians 5:25 |

– A             , a                , and a                         .

– As much                             as we are willing to                   
in others.

– The ability to              for others with the power of the
                                 .
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What do you think?

1. What did you think when you heard the Last Jedi’s explanation 
of Rey’s origin (non-Star Wars people please excuse the rest of 
us for five minutes).

2. From Sunday’s message, what particular point challenged you, 
caught your attention, raised a question for you, or got you to 
think?

The story of your life.

1. Tell about a time in your life when someone of influence took 
time to invest in you. How did it make you feel? What lasting 
impacts did it have on your life?

2. Have one member of the group share their personal testimony 
of becoming a Christian in 3-5 minutes.

Digging deeper.

1. Our personal testimonies are one of the most powerful tools
God puts in every believer’s belt to reach their friends and 
family for Christ. The Apostle Paul, once a fierce persecutor of 
the Christian faith, has one of the best faith stories in the Bible. 
Read Acts 22:1-21 and answer the following questions.

a. Have a few group members recap Paul’s testimony in their 
own words.

b. What does it tell us about God? People? You?

c. Is there anything you need to do differently after hearing this 
story?

d. Are there any “Apostle Paul” types (in waiting) in your life that 
you feel compelled to reach out to in light of this?
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